Liverpool History Society
Annual General Meeting 2026


Membership Secretary Report

As of 31st March 2026, the Society had on its database 515 ‘Active’ subscriptions. As 62 of those subscriptions were joint, we therefore had 577 members.  From April 2025-26 active subscriptions increased by 15.  This is low compared to previous years which were 36 (2024-25),65 (2023-24) and 54 (2022-23).  While membership growth has slowed the society is still strong in retaining members. 

Promotional initiatives:

Recent initiatives such as the table at the Wirral Heritage Fair, the availability of publicity such as flyers and bookmarks which are placed in libraries and other venues, and the 25th anniversary publicity should have a good effect on recruitment.  When committee members give talks at other organisations’ meetings they always take some publicity with them and we would encourage members who do talks or attend other organisations to distribute our publicity material if possible. 

Value for Money:

The membership fees have stayed the same for over five years now and the growth we have experienced has assisted in enabling us to provide such good value for money.  At £20.00 for a print journal membership and £15.00 for digital membership the society compares very favourably with similar groups.
 
Gift Aid:

There are 112 members who have not indicated their agreement to Gift Aid.  We would encourage all members to look again at the conditions of Gift Aid as it adds a significant extra contribution to our funds from HMRC with no additional cost to members. 


The below chart shows a breakdown of our types of membership.  The annual income generated from membership is estimated as £9255. 
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Payment methods:

The most efficient way for us to collect subscription payments is through members setting up payment through the website as they join.  This results in automatic annual renewal till the subscription is cancelled.  We find that it runs smoothly for most members.  I am happy to assist people by phone or face to face after the end of our talks to use the website for payment.  We have advised people on the joining page to make a note of the renewal date for their subscription so that they are aware that payment will be taken the following year unless they cancel before that date.

Updating your profile:

Please note that if you change address, email or telephone number it is easy to change this on our website.  When you log into the website you will see a greeting ‘Hello Your name’.  If you hover over your name a drop down list will appear, offering you the option to ‘Edit Profile’.  This helps us to ensure you receive emails and journals from us without interruption.   I am always willing to assist if you find this difficult. 


Sue McGuire
Membership Secretary 
lhsmembership878@gmail.com
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