Liverpool History Society
Annual General Meeting 2026



Chairman’s Welcome


Good morning to you all, thank you for coming and a warm welcome to our 25th AGM in its anniversary year.   I am very pleased to speak to you again; to report the excellent progress we have made in the past year and to briefly point to our achievements over the past quarter of a century.  

Our first Journal was published in 2002 and has grown to 200 pages in full colour.  Our editor Jim Kenny has produced another superb edition this year, highlighting the latest examples of local research our diligent contributors have provided. 

Our membership recruitment continues to thrive in 2025 and we have retained over 500 members, reinforced by the introduction in 2021 of a cut price digital membership.  Sue McGuire has conscientiously ensured this administration is done with commitment and with a sensitivity to the needs of our members.  Central to this has been the administration of our website services, not only to facilitate new member enrolment and renewal, but also to serve as a communications medium.  In addition, the decision to record our monthly talks, again in 2021 has provided more remote members with full access to these and we now have 41 talks on the website.  I would recommend them to all our members.  Our Programme Secretary Chris Jones has introduced these to almost 100 members every month with his customary gusto and enthusiasm.

If you can find time to revisit our website in the next few weeks you will be impressed with the enhancements our administrator Martin Greaney has introduced.  This second website was launched in 2022 and will shortly undergo a major revamp to make our services even more accessible and attractive, so please have a good browse to appreciate the resources it contains. 

You will hear Tom Lacy, our Honorary Treasurer shortly report the healthy state our finances are in and Tom deserves thanks for the work he has done to ensure his reports are lucid and enlightening, so well done, Tom. 

A quick introduction to Sue Waters, who has joined the Committee and kindly taken on the role of Meeting Secretary, as if she’s been doing it for years, so welcome Sue.  


You will all by now have received a complimentary copy we published this year of Excursions, written anonymously in 1845 about a series of walks undertaken around the almost vanished town of Liverpool.  John Pinfold has not only superbly edited the manuscript, acting as a guide through its varied perambulations, but he has also very generously financed the whole publication, so that every member received a copy as a free gift in our anniversary year.  As an extra treat, John will be delivering the John Tiernan Lecture in September to enlighten us all about his experience.  

Looking forward, you will hopefully be aware by now that we are holding an Anniversary Open Day on 16th June, in recognition of our 25 years and it promises to be a truly memorable event.  Chris Jones has energetically done all the organisational spade work and he has produced an information flyer on the programme; it should be a cracker, so please have a read and give it your support. 

Finally, a sincere thank you to the whole Committee for their energy and commitment over the past year.  Our colleagues are the key to our continuing success, so well done to the team.

Best wishes for the summer break and we look forward to seeing you in our new home in the Friends Meeting House in September.


Tony Melling 
Chair -  Liverpool History Society 
