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 DON’T MISS THE SOCIETY’S NEWS ON THE LAST TWO PAGES 

  
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SPECIALANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SPECIALANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SPECIAL   

 

NEWSLETTER NO 9   Spring  2004 

 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
REG CHARITY 1093736 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

In accordance with paragraph 10.1 of the Society’s Constitution, 
 formal notice is hereby given that its third AGM will be held at  
The Cornerstone Building, Hope at Everton, Shaw St, Liverpool,  

on Sunday, 16th May 2004 at 1.15 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 

                    [1]    Chairman’s welcome, introduction, and Report 

                    [2]    Minutes of 2nd AGM, held on 26th May 2003 

                    [3]    Secretaries’, Editor’s and Librarian’s Reports 

                    [4]    Treasurer’s Report & Presentation of Accounts   

                    [5]    Appointment of Examiner for 2004/05 accounts  

                    [6]    Election of certain Officers and Committee Members 

                             (See note 1 below and page 3 within) 

                    [7]    Consideration of matters raised by members   (See note 2 below) 

                    [8]    Any other business, at Chairman’s discretion 

 
Note 1   Written nominations for these vacancies, duly proposed and seconded, and bearing the signature(s) of 

the candidate(s), accepting nomination must be received by the Chairman or Secretary not later than 
6th May 2003. (Constitution, paragraph 7.2 refers) 

Note 2   Written Motions for consideration, duly proposed and seconded, must be received by the Chairman or 
Secretary also not later than 6th May 2003. (Constitution, paragraph 10.3.5 refers) 

Please make every effort to be present, as it is your opportunity to have your say as to how the Society should 
be run.   To be eligible to vote, your Subscription Renewal for 2004/05, which fell due for payment on          
1st April, must have been received by the Membership Secretary before the meeting starts.   Sidelining of this 
paragraph in red indicates that according to our records, that subscription appears not yet to have been paid. 

 
 
[For security, facsimile signature has been omitted]  
 

Jo McCann 
Administrative Secretary, LHS                                                                                                  16th April 2004  

NB 
Please bring this Newsletter with you to the AGM,  

as spare copies may not be available  
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Provisional Statement of Accounts  for the period 1st April 2003 to 31st Mar 2004 
                                                                                                  (2002/03) 
                                                                         £     p                                             £     p 
 
Balances b/fwd from 2002/3  At Bank      1874.50                                          1094.81 
                  Cash in Hand (Treasurer)             23.66                                              20.53 
                  Cash in Hand (Memb. Sec)            8.85                                                3.58                      
                                                                                          1907.01                                           1118.92 
Income 
Subscriptions  for year to 31.3.04                396.00                                            675.00 
 
          "            for year to 31.4.05                 980.00          1376.00                      930.00          1605.00 
 
Sale of Journal: 2002 &2003 (incl. £16.50 postage)          797.56                                             657.28 
 
Donations (incl. Visitors & Sale of cards)                            49.50                                               27.00 
 
Refreshment sales                                                                73.62                                             115.45 
 
Bank interest                                                                           8.93                                                 4.75 
 
Gift Aid recovery for 2001/2 & 2002/3                               525.51                                                     -                      
Total Ordinary Income                                                                   4738.13                                           3528.40 
 
Special donation from MRO Users Group                           343.01*                                                   - 
                        
National Lottery Awards for All grant                              3610.00*                                                   -                           
 
Total Ordinary & Extraordinary* Income                                   8691.14                                          3528.40 
 

Expenditure  
 
Hire of meeting rooms/tea equipment                                519.30                                             292.60 
 
Speakers                                                                              190.00                                             245.67 
 
Printing, stationery & equipment                                       235.99                                             246.26 
 
Printing of Journal 2003                                                     512.00                                             395.40 
 
Postage                                                                                167.90                                             141.49 
 
Web site charges                                                                  62.15                                                     - 
 
Material for refreshments (incl. 2 special events)               222.99                                             187.97 
 
Subscriptions to other societies & insurance                        60.00                                             112.00                      
 
Total Expenditure                                                                         1970.33                                           1621.39 
 

Balances c/fwd to 2004/05  
                       At Bank (Treasurer)                                   6681.70                                           1874.50 
                       Cash in hand (Treasurer)                                22.82                                               23.66 
                       Cash in hand (Memb Sec)                              16.29                                                 8.85                      
                                                                                                         6720.81                                           1907.01 
Prepared and certified correct by 
                                                         Neville H King                                                     Michael E Brian 
                                                         (Hon. Treasurer)                                                   (Hon. Membership Sec.) 
                                                         11th April 2004                                                    11th  April 2004  

           [For security, facsimile signatures have been omitted]  
 

Please note that time constraints have again prevented the Society’s Financial Accounts for 2003-2004  
from being scrutinised by the Examiner, before the above Summary was sent to Press. 

   The Examined and Certified Accounts will be available for inspection by Members at the AGM.  
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Election of Society Officers and Committee Members 

As will be seen from the box at the foot of page 4 of this Newsletter, the posts of Administrative and          
Membership Secretary, and  three Committee Members fall vacant at the AGM on 16th May, and two         
committee member vacancies held over from previous years remain unfilled.  Jo McCann and Mike Brian have 
indicated that they are prepared to continue as Admin and Membership Secretaries respectively, as have Brenda 
Murray, Brenda Downey, and Charles Collier as Committee Members, and they are all recommended for        
re-election.  As a whole, the Committee feels that it is time that they were joined at the Committee Table by 
“some new blood”, and in accordance with the Society’s Constitution, further nominations for membership of 
the Committee are warmly invited. 

This is not just because we want to see those empty chairs filled,  but as  the Society approaches its hosting of 
the Lancashire Local History Federation “At Home” at the Anglican Cathedral on 9th October, and also putting 
our exiting new electronic gadgetry to work (see next item), more brains and more hands  are needed.  There is 
a lot of work to be done, and maybe YOU are one of those who can help to do it.  If you would like to help in 
running YOUR society, please speak to one of the existing committee as soon as possible. 

National Lottery “Awards for All” Programme                                                

Since our last Newsletter, and as announced at our January meeting, the Society has been awarded a grant of 
£3610.00 from the above scheme, and the committee is now in the final stages of purchasing  the equipment 
that will enable it to improve and expand its work in the promotion of the study of Liverpool’s history. 

Amongst other things, we are in the process of acquiring a lap-top computer, a digital camera and a digital    
projector which will not only enhance our regular monthly meetings, but enable us to put together presentations 
about the City’s history which can be taken into its schools and hopefully enthuse some of the future generation 
into valuing it as much as we do.   

One of the conditions of the “Awards for All” grant is that we display their logo on our publicity 
material and acknowledge the help of the scheme.   We are very pleased to do so here for the first 
time with the confident  expectation that we will put  the grant to good use. 

Forthcoming Meetings: The Society’s last  meeting before the Summer Break will be on 

20th June:           'ASPECTS OF MOSSLEY HILL, ALLERTON AND AIGBURTH' 

JOHN DERBYSHIRE 
A casual visitor to Liverpool driving through the leafy southern suburbs of our City might be forgiven for  
thinking that they are just pleasant but anonymous dormitories for those working elsewhere.  With gems like        
Calderstones Park and its Japanese Garden, memories of a former zoo and other less obvious charms,  John 
Derbyshire will tell us just how wrong such thoughts are. 

 
When giving notice of this talk in Newsletter No 8, your Editor made a photographic and   
narrative error which even the most eagle eyed of our readers failed to spot (or at least, to 
point out).  The photograph then included was that of Alfred Holt, (Blue Funnel Line), but 
he was not Sudley’s one time owner.  The fortunate former owner of the house and the  
collector of its artistic treasures was in fact Alfred’s elder brother, George Holt, jnr, 
(Lamport & Holt), now shown alongside,  and it was his unmarried daughter, Emma, who 
died in 1944, who bequeathed both the house and the art collection to the City.   
Apologies for any confusion ! 
Summer Extra 

Thursday 3rd June, at 10.30a.m.  Guided visit to PRINCES ROAD SYNAGOGUE.  Please contact Jo 
McCann if you want to participate, as there only thirty places are available.  A small charge will be made.  
 
Gentlemen taking part in this visit are reminded that they will be asked to comply with the Jewish practice of 
covering their heads whilst in the Synagogue. 
 

Regular meetings resume on  
19th Sep:       'ON TRACK—two pioneering railways and a tramway system'                    GLYNN PARRY 
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“A most agreeable spectacle” 
From time to time this Newsletter draws attention to centenaries and anniversaries that are 
relevant to Liverpool, but your editor is puzzled as to what to call an event that occurs every 
120 years in pairs of events separated by 8 years.    The event in question is the Transit of   
Venus, when the shadow of the planet passing in front of the sun can be seen from Earth, with 
the Liverpool connection being that it was Toxteth born Jeremiah Horrocks who, at about 
twenty years of age, first observed the phenomenon from a house in Much Hoole, between 
Liverpool and Preston, on  24th November, (O.S.)/ 4th December (N.S.)1639.    
 
Horrocks (or Horrox) was born in 1618 or 1619, and may have been tutored by Revd Richard 
Mather at the  Ancient Chapel at Toxteth before proceeding to Emmanuel College, Cambridge in May 1632.  
Although it would not have formed a part of his formal course, in his spare time he read widely in the works of 
the       European astronomers of the time. For reasons that are now not known, he left after four years without 
taking his degree, and returned to Lancashire.  By 1639 he was staying in Much Hoole, by local tradition in 
Carr House, the home of the Stone family, where he may have been employed as a tutor to the family, (the tra-
dition that he was the village curate may well be a Victorian invention, and, given the minimum canonical age 
of 23 for Anglican ordination, seems unlikely), and when at leisure, he continued to pursue his astronomical in-
terests . 
 
Having studied the work of Kepler, and made careful calculations of his own, Horrocks was certain that a   
Transit of Venus would occur on 24th November 1639, and that he would be able to observe it from            
Lancashire.  In his account of his observations, too long to be reproduced in full here, Horrocks records how he 
drew a six inch circle, subdivided into 120  three degree segments, on a piece of card and, in a darkened room, 
lined this up with the reflection of the light of the sun passing through his telescope, and waited.  The day had 
been overcast, but had cleared by mid-afternoon, and at about 3.15pm, some half-hour before sunset, he was 
able to see a small back circle moving across the image of the sun reflected on the card disc.  Three times he 
was able to make careful measurements of what he called a “most agreeable spectacle”, measurements which 
were considerably to advance human knowledge of parts of our solar system. 
 
Another of these rare events, the first since 1882, and thus within living memory, is due to take place this year,
on June 8th, and, weather permitting, should be observable from Britain.  The Transit will no doubt generate  a 
great deal of attention from the media and the public, not just where it can be seen, but all over the world.  
While all this is going on, we can remember with pride that, almost 365 years ago,  it was a local lad and his 
friend William Crabtree from Manchester,  who saw it first!  
 
NB: Anyone wishing to try to watch the Transit must first obtain proper advice as to the precautions (eg the 
use of solar filter protection) that need to be taken in order to protect their eyesight.  
 
The Society’s Library  
The Society’s Library continues to grow and has now reached almost a hundred items, some new, some        
secondhand, some given by their authors or publishers, others by members and friends of the Society, and just 
one or two especially purchased.  Members of the Society may borrow items from the collection, by prior       
arrangement with the Librarian, Cynthia Stonall, who can also provide a full list of items available. 
 
The latest addition (as at 5th April) is an auction catalogue of  the Meccano Literature Collection,  donated by  
Vectis Auctions Ltd, to whom our thanks.  Listing many items from the collection of the late Doug McHard, 
sometime Marketing Director at Binns Road, the Catalogue also illustrates many of the products of the sadly 
now defunct company, memories of which still warm the hearts of many former boys.  
 
Cynthia will be pleased to receive offers of any Liverpool material for the library, and she can arrange for 
bulky or heavy items to be collected.  She can be contacted on 0151-639-1982 or by eMail at  

The Society’s Officers & Committee, 2003-4 
Officers 

                             Chairman:           John Tiernan        (2006)                   Administration Secretary: Jo McCann (P)       (2004) 
                             Treasurer:            Neville King (P)  (2006)                   Membership Secretary:                  Michael Brian (P)   (2004) 

Committee 
                             Charles Collier    (2004)   Joyce Culling       (2006)    Brenda Downey  (2004)   Fred Forrest (P)       (2005)             
                             Brenda Murray    (2004)   Cynthia Stonall   (2005)                                              Marie McQuade      (C,P) 
NB (P) & (C) denote member of Publications Sub-Committee & Co-opted respectively, and the year is when current term of office ends)  

Postal Correspondence 
           Administration Secretary, L H S,    46 Stanley    Avenue,        Rainford,             Merseyside,         WA11 8HU  
           Membership Secretary,     L H S,    55 Greenloons Drive,        Formby,              Merseyside,         L37 2LX                                                      

eMail:   liverpoolhistsoc@merseymail.com                                  Website:  www.liverpoolhistorysociety.org.uk 
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